Brief Biography of Professor Bola Akanji:
Professor Bola Akanji holds a Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics from the University of Ibadan, Nigeria, a graduate certificate in gender and macroeconomics from the University of Utah, and a graduate certificate in International Development from the University of British Columbia, Canada. She dedicated over 25 years to socio-economic research and policy analysis at the Nigerian Institute of Social and Economic Research (NISER), where she retired as a research professor and Head of Public Sector Economic Development. She taught research methods, economic development projects, and  their evaluation at a Nigerian Universities before proceeding to the United States as a Visiting Professor at the University of Rhode Island and forward, an Adjunct professor at other Colleges including University of Connecticut and Quinnipiac University, both in Connecticut. She teaches gender studies,  macroeconomics and international development . She is also a certified trainer of adult professionals and youth groups. 

Professor Akanji has extensively explored issues related to equity and structural studies from the economic and gender lens, particularly poverty and food security, agricultural labor, markets, productivity, and value chain., including  from the perspective of other forms of structural inequalities. Her work has emphasized the use of practical tools for gender mainstreaming in policies and programs, including in Public Financial Management (PFM) systems via gender-responsive budgeting. She focuses on data and other metrics as necessary policy pointers for gender equality policy advisory and programming. Her research and consulting are heavy on gender issues as germane to holistic transformation of the agricultural sector’s growth, diversification, poverty reduction and food security, and rural sector development. In this capacity, she consults extensively with the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) at the African and global levels to support the programmes of the Comprehensive African Agricultural Development Programme (CAADP) of the African Union. She has also contributed to the statutory programmes of other major United Nations organizations, including the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations Entity for Gender Equality (UNWomen), as well as regional and bilateral organizations such as the African Capacity Building Foundation (ACBF), the African Center for Economic Transformation (ACET), among many others. She trains adult professionals in strategic leadership and is a fellow of the Management and Strategy Institute (MSI) and with a Public Leadership Credential Certificate of the Harvard Kennedy School. With over four decades of cognate experience, Professor Akanji can be situated at the forefront of integrating equitable and inclusive growth perspectives into macroeconomic policies and sector strategies. 

A foundation member of the Women’s Research and Documentation Center, University of Ibadan, the International Working Group on Gender and Macroeconomics (IWG-GEM), and the International Association of Feminist Economists (IAFFE) and a member of the African Feminist Initiative (AFI), African Association of Women Economists, she is considered a progenitor of gender research and training in Africa. She also belongs to the American Economic Association (AEA) and the African Studies Association in America.


